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March 2, 2022 

Public Safety & Security Committee 
Connecticut General Assembly 
 
RE:   HB 5212 AN ACT CONCERNING THE SALE OF BATTERY-POWERED SMOKE  

DETECTORS IN THE STATE 
 

OPPOSE 
 
Dear Chairwomen Osten and Horn: 
 
I am submitting this statement on behalf of the National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
(NEMA), the principal trade group representing the interests of the US electrical and medical 
imaging technology industries. We oppose House Bill 5212 for the reasons outlined below and 
respectfully ask that our viewpoint be considered by members of your committee. 
 
NEMA represents nearly 350 manufacturers that provide safe, reliable, and efficient electrical 
and medical imaging products and systems. Our member companies are at the forefront of 
technology that saves and extends lives and provides power to every aspect of human 
endeavor. 

 
NEMA members appreciate the importance of smoke alarms and other fire, life-safety and 
security devices in residential settings. We advocate across the country for mandatory 
installation of systems that warn and protect against not only smoke and fire hazards, but also 
carbon monoxide poisoning and gas detection. We applaud Connecticut’s efforts to keep up to 
date with the national building codes, despite the challenges of the past two years. 
 
In addition, NEMA represents manufacturers of the batteries and power supply systems that 
sustain the operation of these protective devices, while our technical experts help write the 
standards to ensure they perform safely and reliably. We are the leaders, therefore, in 
advancing the technology needed to make fire and life-safety protection as widely available as 
possible and support policy measures that advance that goal. 
 
House Bill 5212, however, goes too far by limiting consumers’ right to choose the device or 
system that best suits their needs. We are specifically troubled by the proposed addition of Sec. 
1-(a) (1) to the CT general statutes, which reads as follows: 
 

On and after October 1, 2022, no person shall distribute, sell or offer for sale any smoke 
2 detection and warning equipment that is powered solely by a battery 3 unless such 
battery is nonreplaceable, nonremovable and capable of 4 powering the equipment for 
not less than ten years. 

 
Consumers should be free to choose which smoke alarms are in their homes, provided those 
devices comply with consensus codes and standards. Consumers, not state legislatures, should 
decide whether alarms powered by 10-year batteries ultimately address their needs. A copy of 
NEMA’s formal position on this matter – which lists other important life safety technologies not 
currently supported by a 10-year battery - is included with this statement. There are devices on 
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the market that use several important life safety technologies not currently supported by a 10-
year battery. These technologies include wireless interconnection, connection to a control unit, 
multiple sensing capabilities, and enhanced waking effectiveness for susceptible sub-
populations. Under the imposition of a 10-year mandate, consumers would be precluded from 
purchasing and installing battery-operated smoke alarms with these features in their homes. Not 
only do 10-year mandates unnecessarily preclude other important technologies, but they might 
even prevent the introduction of future technologies that could also enhance consumer 
protection. 
 
In short, NEMA does not support legislation that would mandate one type of life safety 
technology in a given market at the exclusion of others that are proven effective. We view HB 
5212 as a restriction on consumer preference and behavior and respectfully urge the Joint 
Committee on Public Safety and Security not to vote favorably on this legislation.   
 
If you have questions about this statement or would like additional information about NEMA, 
please contact me at 703-841-3249 or todd.sims@nema.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Todd Sims 
Director, Government Relations 
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NEMA Position Statement on 10-year Mandates 

 

Members of the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) are committed to 

supporting technological advancements and changes to national consensus codes/standards 

that will increase the number of operational smoke alarms. Over the past two revision cycles, 

NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code®, the International Residential Code (IRC), 

and the International Fire Code (IFC) have been updated to include measures designed to 

reduce the incidence of unwanted alarm activations and subsequent disabling of smoke alarms 

by consumers. Another effort to address these issues has been the introduction of a non-

removable, or “sealed,” smoke alarm battery that is capable of powering the device for 10 years 

(i.e., “10-year battery”). 

  

Recent years have seen the introduction and/or passage of legislation in various states and 

cities aimed at requiring all smoke alarms relying on batteries as a primary power source to be 

powered by sealed 10-year batteries (i.e., “10-year mandate”). NEMA recognizes that there are 

various stakeholder groups in favor of these laws because they believe that this technology 

enhances life safety by providing longer battery life while preventing consumers from removing 

the batteries.  While NEMA supports the advancement of technologies that improve life safety, 

NEMA does not support legislation that attempts to mandate one type of life safety technology 

in a given market at the exclusion of other important technologies. 

   

There are devices on the market that use several important life safety technologies not currently 

supported by a 10-year battery. These technologies include wireless interconnection, 

connection to a control unit, multiple sensing capabilities, and enhanced waking effectiveness 

for susceptible sub-populations. Under the imposition of a 10-year mandate, consumers would 

be precluded from purchasing and installing battery-operated smoke alarms with these features 

in their homes. Not only do 10-year mandates unnecessarily preclude other important 

technologies, but they might even prevent the introduction of future technologies that could also 

enhance consumer protection.  NEMA’s position is that consumers should be free to choose 

which smoke alarms are present in their homes provided those devices comply with consensus 

codes and standards. Consumers, not state legislatures, should decide whether alarms 

powered by 10-year batteries ultimately address consumer needs. 

 

NEMA is the association of electrical equipment manufacturers, founded in 1926 and 

headquartered in Rosslyn, Virginia. Its member companies manufacture a diverse set of 

products including power transmission and distribution equipment, lighting systems, factory 

automation and control systems, and medical diagnostic imaging systems. Total U.S. shipments 

for electroindustry products exceed $100 billion annually. We serve as a resource, working with 

the state and local jurisdictions in the interest of life safety.  

 

For further information please contact Todd Sims at todd.sims@nema.org 
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